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So the word of God became a human being and lived among us. We saw his splendor (the splendor as of a father’s only son),
full of grace and truth. – John 1:14 (Phillips Translation)

The Bishop’s Address at Convention – 2022
The entire address by the bishop is included in this newsletter because I believe to be a lucid setting forth of a compelling vision for our
diocese going forward. Please do take the time to read it. Better yet, watch the Bishop deliver the sermon at
https://episcopalmn.org/blog/bishop/bishops-address-convention-2022-english-spanish-ska-karen. (Editor)

To all God’s Beloved
in Minnesota. Grace to
you and peace from
God the maker and
from our Lord Jesus
Christ. Before I get into
my actual address, I
want you to invite you
to take a just moment
The Rt. Rev.
to
acknowledge the fact
Craig W. Loya
that this is the first time
that our diocese has gathered together in
Convention since January 25th of 2020 in
person. It has been a long and hard couple of
years, and I hope that, even though for many
years forward we’re going to be processing
the trauma and harvesting the wisdom and
taking stock of how we have changed, I hope
one of the things that has changed personally
is that we never again take the gift of this for
granted. I’m going to start with a reading
from the 11th chapter of the book of

Genesis.
“Now the whole earth had one language
and the same words. And as they migrated
from the east, they came upon a plain in the
land of Shinar and settled there. And they
said to one another, ‘Come, let us make
bricks, and burn them thoroughly.’ And they
had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar.
Then they said, ‘Come, let us build ourselves
a city, and a tower
with its top in the
heavens, and let
us make a name
for ourselves;
otherwise we shall
be scattered
abroad upon the
face of the whole
The Tower of Babel - Genesis 11
earth.’ The Lord
came down to see the city and the tower,
which mortals had built. And the Lord said,
‘Look, they are one people, and they have all

one language; and this is only the beginning
of what they will do; nothing that they
propose to do will now be impossible for
them. Come, let us go down, and confuse
their language there, so that they will not
understand one another’s speech.’ So the
Lord scattered them abroad from there over
the face of all the earth, and they left off
building the city. Therefore it was called
Babel, because there the
Lord confused the
language of all the earth;
and from there the Lord
scattered them abroad
over the face of all the
earth.”
I don’t know about
you, but I’ve always
found this story confusing, and honestly even
a little troubling. I mean, the premise seems
like a good thing, right? Human beings have
rallied around a common cause, they have
united across all their vast diversity, they’ve
achieved something great together. But then
God swoops in like an angry toddler and
knocks the blocks over, scattering and
confusing the builders, as if to neutralize
some perceived threat to God’s supremacy. It
seems petty, and not at all the character of
God that we imagine. What did the builders
do wrong? And what was the point of God’s
punishment? My understanding of this story
totally shifted this summer when I read a
brief commentary on it by Rabbi Ari Lamm.
There are a number of curious things
about this story. In the first place, while we
are told at the beginning that the whole earth
spoke the same language, the verses that
immediately precede it tell us exactly the
opposite. The descendants of Noah near the
end of chapter 10 had been scattered across
the earth, each speaking their own languages.
So which is it? It would seem that the plot
has taken a sudden and unplanned turn in

the space between two verses. Even more, the
wording in Hebrew when they say ‘let us
make bricks for ourselves’ is the exact same
phrasing that is used to describe the
Israelites’ experience of slavery in the land of
Egypt, where they were forced to make bricks
to build an empire of oppression. Those are
the only two places in the Bible where the
phrase for ‘making bricks’ is used in exactly
that way. So, that’s on
purpose. The editors of
the book of Genesis
want us to recall the
story of slavery in Egypt
when we hear the people
say ‘let us make bricks.’
It's an awesome story.
The layers go on and on.
But the bottom line is that it turns out this is
fundamentally a story about how diversity is
God’s design, and uniformity is human
regression. It’s Pharaoh who enforces a false
uniformity by building; God insists that
creation run wild with diversity. And besides
that, if you remember a few chapters back in
Genesis, maybe you’ve heard that story, when
God created human beings, God doesn’t
appoint them to be builders, but gardeners,
putting us in Eden to till and to keep. See,
we don’t have to make a name for ourselves.
We already have a name, which is Beloved.
Our sin at Babel is that we traded our
vocation as gardeners for the seduction of
becoming builders. God wasn’t trying to stop
us. God was trying to save us, and to bring us
back.
Two weeks ago, October 11, was exactly
twenty years since the Friday evening when I
was ordained to the transitional diaconate in
tiny little Trinity Church in Mission, South
Dakota. I only caught it, like you often do
with these things, when I sat down to write
my message for our weekly e-mail newsletter
and realized it was the feast of St. Philip the

Deacon. It hit me like a punch in the gut,
honestly. That’s partly because milestones
always remind us that the thread of life
spools out with such breathtaking speed, and
we are given to the people with whom we
live, and work, and worship for such a
preciously short time. But part of that was
because as I sat there reflecting on all those
years, I was reminded again that the
Episcopal Church has been having essentially
the exact same conversation for the entirety
of the two decades that I have served it as an
ordained person.
We are anxious about our decline, and we
wring our hands about what we’re going to
do, or we bring in fancy speakers to give us
some great new plan, or we distract ourselves
with petty arguments, pointing our fingers at
one other. How can we attract more
members? What will we do with these
treasured sacred buildings? We have spent so
much time frantically trying to rebuild some
imagined tower of church, and I have mostly
gone along for that ride. I, many of you know
this, I have even played a leading role in
some of the Episcopal Church’s
denomination-wide attempts to do this! They
have all failed. And as I sat staring at a blank
screen that afternoon, I was embarrassed by
the anxious ways that I have spent too much
of the precious little time that I have.
Frankly, if there was a solution, we would
have found it by now. The truth is, the tower
we think we used to be has been almost
completely toppled by cultural, economic,
and historical forces that none of us caused
and none of us can stop. But we are
exhausted from trying. We have worn
ourselves out, believing the lie that we can
make a name for ourselves again if we just
make enough bricks. My heart’s deepest hope
is that, as a diocese, this convention can
mark a turning point. Not because we
discover some grand new plan for rebuilding

our beloved tower, but because this is where
we decide to set aside our ambition to be
builders, and take up again our calling to be
gardeners.
From the perspective that I have as your
bishop, I see three options for us. We can
keep doing most of the same things in most
of the same ways we’ve done for so long, and
that might not be an entirely bad option.
Along the way we can entertain ourselves
with petty fights that we make up or by
passing the hot potato of blame around
between the clergy, the lay leaders, the
bishop, the diocesan staff, or whoever else we
can find to catch it and play the game for
awhile. That’s a choice. We can stay here,
just play out the thread, and have a little
dysfunctional fun along the way. We could

Saint Thomas the Apostle - December 21

also, and this is probably a less likely option,
we could also just retreat and give up. We
could walk away and fly the white flag and
give up. I don’t think that’s going to happen,
but who would blame us if it did? But what I
want to wonder about today is, I wonder if,
instead of white-knuckled grasping or
indignant surrender, we could just stay here,
but let go. Not give up, but let go of those
heavy bricks in our hands, and just play in
the dirt together for awhile, waiting to see
what God might grow when we aren’t
keeping God at arm’s length with all our

building. Minnesota, can this be a point
where we stop, at least for a season, worrying
about how to build, and return to the
practice of gardening God’s church for God’s
world?
So what if we do? Just pretend that we say
yes to that question for a minute. What
might it look like for us to try to do that?
There are three things I want to invite us to
consider together about what it might look
like for us to return to our vocation as
gardeners.
1) First, what if we spend some time not
doing much else but tending to the root
system? Nothing can grow tall or wide, or
bear any fruit at all, until it has first grown
deep. Two years ago we identified four
diocesan priorities: discipleship, justice,
faithful innovation, and congregational
vitality. Discipleship is without question the
keystone priority. That’s the only way that
God will use us to grow the deep and thick
root system that can produce the fruits of
justice, innovation, and vitality.
What I
want to
invite us all
into today is
to spend at
least the next
year focusing
almost
exclusively
Saint Stephen, Deacon and Martyr on
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discipleship,
that is, participating fully in God’s life by
intentionally apprenticing ourselves, moment
by moment, to Jesus. Focusing on those
simple practices of daily prayer, dwelling in
scripture, sharing our lives in real ways with
each other, and coming alongside the poor
and marginalized. I’m asking you to commit
to this yourself and to invite everyone in your
faith community to be part of a small

discipleship group in the next year that is
committed to doing this with other people.
There’s a new resource some of you have
seen from the Episcopal Church that’s called
“Centered,” which is really nothing more
than a simple way for us to gather in small
discipleship groups to support and share with
one another as we tend to our root system. I
hope, and I really mean this, I hope that
every Minnesota Episcopalian will become
part of one of these small gatherings this
year. You don’t have to use Centered but it’s
simple, it’s easy to use, and it’s all people
need to join up with three, or four, or five
other people. Can we gather ourselves into
small communities to deepen our roots
together?
2) What if we re-learned together how to
consciously and intentionally let God lead in
our lives and in our ministries? You’ve often
heard me say this before and I am not the
only one who says it and I didn’t make it up,
but in the Episcopal Church, as much as I
love us, we often operate as if we are
functional atheists. We are so good at talking
about God as if God is a wonderful and
interesting and great idea, but it is less often
that we talk about God as if we expect God
to show up and do something in our lives
and in our ministries. Gardeners can’t force
anything to grow. Gardeners can only
cultivate the conditions that allow life to
flourish. It’s nature, and God, doing their
thing that gives the growth. I will stand here
at my first in-person convention and admit to
you without shame or fear that I do not
know how to save or fix the church. And you
don’t either. But the good news is that saving
and fixing the church, turns out, it’s not my
job, and it’s not your job. The church is
God’s job. Our job is to stand out in the
fields and let God use us in whatever way
God will to cultivate the fruits of love, of
hope, of reconciliation, of forgiveness, of

peace, of joy. We can bring whatever tools we
can afford along with us, and we can do our
best to care for those tools together, but
whether, how, and where the fruit sprouts
and ripens is not anything you or I can
control, so we may as well relieve ourselves of
the burden of trying to make or repair so
many more bricks. If God is who we and the
scriptures claim God is, I mean, just go with
that for a minute, if God is who we really
claim God to be, then honestly God is going
to be about the project of healing the world
with love whether the Episcopal church is on
board or not, and no matter how small, large,
wealthy or poor we might happen to be along
the way. Can we lay down the burden of
thinking it’s our job to force fruit to grow,
and learn to simply recognize, and follow,
where God is already leading?
3) Can we help God cultivate a diverse
church ecology? This is why I started with
that story. Diversity is God’s design. The
drive for uniformity is part of how we distort
the ways we are made in God’s image. That’s
not just true for language, nation, race, tribe,
and culture, though it’s certainly true for all
of that. It’s also true for the way the church
expresses and organizes itself.
It’s strange that for the past hundred or so
years, give or take a few hundred years, we
have essentially had one mental picture of
what it means to be a local community of
disciples. You can all recite it: you have a
building, you have a priest, people come to
the building for an hour on Sunday for
Eucharist, and you offer programs and
services that people either want or they don’t.
While there is a lot about that model
without question that is important and
lifegiving, and it’s not totally going anywhere
anytime soon, it tends to focus more on the
question of how do we get people to show up
for our stuff rather than on how we are
helping people to show up looking and

acting like Jesus in the world. And the other
thing I’m scratching my head about is that
we’ve somehow along the way adopted the
mindset that bigger is better. But small
communities are
where we can really
share our lives
together. Small
communities are
where we can help
each other become
apprentices of
Jesus more fully.
That drive for
every church to
follow the same
Saint John the Evangelist model, and for
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churches to be big,
is Pharaoh pushing us to make bricks and
build Babel. I’m going to say something crazy
now.
We often assume, I think, that our future
as a diocese will involve fewer congregations.
We imagine that we’ll have fewer
congregations than we do today. And when
we think that, we assume that our work right
now is just to turn it and just to downsize
appropriately. But what if that’s not true?
What if our future looks like more faith
communities than we have now, but they are
mostly much smaller? What if God is urging
us in this season to form gatherings of five to
ten people who meet in living rooms, or the
beauty of the outdoors, who pray, this will
shock you, while they are fishing or
backpacking together, or after Sunday
morning soccer games or whatever? What if
we form small groups who till justice by
listening to and feeding their neighbors, or
by facilitating community conversations
about race? What if fifteen or twenty or so of
those small groups joined up with one of our
larger, traditional communities once a month
for a Eucharist and story slam about all the

things they’re seeing God doing in their lives
and in the world? What if we followed
hundreds of seedling, crazy ideas for how we
can connect the gospel of love with a world
starving for it that evidently isn’t finding it in
a lot of our traditional spaces? What if we
just followed that, hold it lightly, and see
what God grows? In the coming months,
Canon Blair Pogue is going to begin
gathering some groups to try to do just that.
She’s going to begin gathering a group of us
to begin playing with what that might look
like. How might we gently help God shift the
landscape and the center of gravity in the
diocese to what is small, and joining God in
the world? I don’t know if any of that will
“work” at all, and I don’t know what will
happen, but we can totally do it! It’s a real
option for us on our buffet of options in this
moment.
That’s my
invitation:
tending our root
system as
disciples, so that
we can let God
lead us, I mean
really lead us,
and then join
God in
cultivating a
The Holy Innocents - December 28 wildly diverse
ecology. We
can’t control what will happen. But we can
till the soil, we can water it, weed it, and see
what God might do. V. I believe that God is
not done with this church, and I know my
own sinfulness well enough to know there’s
no way that God is done with me. And if a
wild revival of the small like I’m describing
seems hard to believe, then you are welcome
to join me the next time I visit Emmanuel in
Alexandria, and see the way they have
gardened a food shelf for forty years that now

feeds a whole Minnesota county. After we
tour the food shelf you can join us as four
generations joyfully pose for a picture with
Big Ole. You are welcome to stand next to
me in front of the bulletin board at Holy
Trinity in International Falls and see all the
photos and news clippings of the way they
rally their entire town to fill every crack they
can see with God’s abundant love. You can
come sit with me on a Friday evening in
Chatfield, and listen to that group talk about
how they are listening deeply to their
neighbors, literally going around and
knocking on the doors to get to know the
stories of what God is doing around their
church building. And after the conversation
just for fun we can drive along the Root
River over to Rushford, and if you have any
doubts about God’s goodness or power, I
promise you that seeing the Driftless in
October will knock all of those out entirely.
And if you don’t want to hang out with me,
that’s fine. You can follow Padre Neptali of a
weekend as he surfs from Qunceañera to
Quinceañera, to a Saturday night and then
Sunday morning liturgy for three generations
of immigrant families who know that God is
real and alive and good. You can join the
folks at Holy Trinity in Saint Paul for a
Sunday morning that every time feels like
being wrapped in a warm blanket of love on
a cold Minnesota day. And if you don’t want
to go that far, you can walk down the street
and sit in the courtyard at Calvary Church
and look across the street as the fullest
imaginable spectrum of human beings walk
in and out of that clinic all day long, all of
them seeking healing like the crowds pushing
in to touch Jesus. If you want to talk about
the privilege that bishops have, that is it! I get
to see all of that, all the time, every single
day. I want so badly for you to see it, too. To
come up in the plane with me and look over
this beautiful diocese at 30,000 feet or at

least to ride along next to me in the diocesan
Volkswagen. This is a moment for us to
decide, Minnesota. Are we going to keep
trying to be builders, or can we take up
gardening again? I can’t answer for you, but
I’m going to do my best to say yes to God’s
invitation to set down the brick building, and
re-learn how to garden. I really hope you will
join me, and say yes to this invitation, too.
The world can be such a lonely desert,
parched with suffering, injustice, and sorrow.
And the God that I know and meet in all of
you every day longs to reforest that world,
not with more towers that impress, but with

fruit that nourishes, with love and justice and
joy. We don’t know what will happen. We
don’t know what the future might hold. But
let’s use what tiny little time we to dig into
God’s soil, to help the whole world see and
know what unimaginably good things God,
and God alone, can bring forth. Submitted
to you on this the twenty-eighth day of
October, in the city of Rochester, the center
for the world’s healing.
I am your deeply grateful

companion on the way, #10 The
Right Reverend Craig W. Loya

Making God Real to Others
1. Practice the Baptismal Covenant
a. Proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ
b. Seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as
yourself
c. Strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity
of every human being
Epiphany - January 6
2. Practice what our Presiding Bishop Michael Curry said in his
sermon on Saturday, October 22, 2022, at the Diocese of North Dakota Convention
Eucharist: “Love like Jesus so when people see us they see God.”
3. Refuse to participate in conversations whose hate-filled rhetoric fuels violence and
demeans anyone.
- Father Henry L. Doyle

2022 Thanksgiving Eve Service
At the 2022 Thanksgiving Eve service of
Holy Communion, Christ Episcopal Church
hosted clergy and people from four churches:
Ascension Lutheran, First Presbyterian,
Salem Lutheran, and the United Methodist
of Albert Lea. Daphne Hamborg, interim
pastor, Salem Lutheran Church, read the
Epistle; Charles Teixeria, pastor, First
Presbyterian Church, led us in the
Thanksgiving Litany. Mark Boorsma, pastor,
Ascension Lutheran Church, read the Gospel
and served as the primary Eucharistic

minister. John Mitchem, pastor, United
Methodist Church, preached the sermon,
which fully engaged us. I served as the
celebrant. Sixty-seven people filled the
church; sixty-five received the
Sacrament. Many thanks to Gail Thurnau
for going to great lengths to enrich the
liturgy: vocal soloist, pianist, flutist, handbell
duo. Thank you, Phiz Olson and Kenneth
Johnson, for serving as greeters; thank you,
Savile Lord, for collecting the offering
($550.00); thank you, Joy Shaft, for altar

guild ministry. Besides those mentioned, a
good number of others from our parish were
in the pews.
Thank you, George Favell, for the
bulletins, which contained the entire liturgy,
except the sermon.

The pre-filled Communion cups appealed
to most of the congregation.
It felt good for us to host the service,
didn’t it?
- Rev. Henry Doyle

Our Fall UTO ingathering was on Sunday, November 6. $142.88 was collected! In case you
turned in your blue box, new and slightly used ones are available in the narthex on the UTO table.
Our next ingathering will be in the spring.
- Gail Thurnau



END OF THE YEAR

CONTRIBUTIONS
Please place your end of the year contribution in the offering
plate no later than Saturday evening, 24 December 2022, so
that it is credited to your 2022 statement. If you mail in your
contribution, please make sure that the postal service has
postmarked the envelope by the date of 30 December 2022.
We must adhere to government regulations, in order to
maintain our non-profit status. Thank you very much.

Delegate Report on Convention
It was a real privilege to be able to represent Christ Church, Albert Lea, at
the ECMN Convention, which was held in Rochester, MN. This was the
first convention to meet in person since 2020. There was a lot of excitement
about being to meet in person.
The Bishop gave the keynote address, which I thought was an amazing
and important statement of vision for our diocese. I have included the
entirety of his address in this newsletter because I consider it to be very
important for all of us to hear. Better yet, I would strongly urge you watch
the Bishop give the speech, which you can view here:
https://episcopalmn.org/blog/bishop/bishops-address-convention-2022-english-spanish-ska-karen.)

There seemed to have been a minimal amount of significant business to
attend to. One of the highlights was the approval of Good Courage Farm
becoming an official part of ECMN.
On the last day of the convention, the Rev. Blair Pogue made a significant presentation about
the Faithful Innovation project that she is heading us. She shared concerning several churches in
Confession of St. Peter
the Apostle - January 18

England that she visited who are doing something called Fresh Expressions – a way to do church
which breaks out of the traditional forms and out of the church buildings.
One of the most important features of convention that we have missed in the past two years, is
the ability to simply carry on casual conversations at the tables and in the halls and at meal times. I
can report that there is much excitement in this diocese about the possibilities of creating ‘fresh
expressions’ and doing ‘faithful innovation’ in our faith communities I strongly encourage
everyone to take the initiative and find out what is going on and what the possibilities might be for
our community to join in with these dynamic initiatives!
George M. Favell

Formation for Priesthood Update
I am completing two classes this month (The Creeds and Practical Theology and Prayer Book I). In
January, I will be starting new classes, attending a formation retreat and meeting with someone
concerning my Formation Portfolio. I continue to be on track in terms of the ‘plan’. However,
there have been some hints that things might be changed fairly soon. My impression is that the
timeline is being sped up, but I do not know anything yet for sure! I’ll keep you posted!

-

George M. Favell

Way Back When
Do you remember when the Ecumenical
Food Pantry was started at First Presbyterian
Church? It was in
1979 that Rev.
Allen, pastor at
1st Pres contacted
the other pastors
in town and
suggested starting
the food pantry
and offering a
The Conversion of St. Paul closet at 1st Pres as
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it’s home. You
ought to see it now!
The Ecumenical Food Pantry receives its
food from Channel One Food Bank out of
Rochester as well as personal food donations
such as the post office workers’ food drive

and donations such as the one made by the
people who attended our Thanksgiving Eve
ecumenical service on 11-23. 16 pounds of
food were collected and delivered.
In the month of October the food pantry
received 4,000# of food from Channel One
(their normal monthly food allotment) and
served 147 families. In the month of
November 400# of food has been donated
and 150 families have been served.
This is a wonderful ministry that has been
part of our community for more than 40
years. We can assist by putting nonperishable food in our food basket and with
our dollars. You’ll notice the food basket is
back!!
- Gail Thurnau

Worship Schedule for December and January
Sunday, December 4, 2022 – 2nd Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
10:30am
Coffee Hour
Sunday, December 11, 2022 – 3rd Sunday of Advent
Morning Prayer
10:30am
Sunday, December 18, 2022 – 4th Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
10:30am
Saturday, December 24, 2022 – Eve of The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus
Christ
Holy Eucharist
6:00pm
Sunday, December 25, 2022 – The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ
NO SERVICE

The Baptism of Our
Lord Jesus Christ January 8

Sunday, January 1, 2023 – The Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Holy Eucharist
10:30am
Sunday, January 8, 2023 – 1st Sunday after the Epiphany: The Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Holy Eucharist
10:30am
COFFEE HOUR
Sunday, January 15, 2023 – 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany
Morning Prayer
10:30am
Sunday, January 22, 2023 – 3rd Sunday after the Epiphany
Holy Eucharist
10:30am
Sunday, January 29, 2023 – 4th Sunday after the Epiphany
Holy Eucharist
10:30am

While we exert ourselves to grow beyond our humanity, to leave the human
behind us, God becomes human; and we must recognize that God wills that
we be human, real human beings. While we distinguish between pious and
godless, good and evil, noble and base,
God loves real people without distinction.
- Dietrich Bonhoeffer

The Annual Meeting!
Our Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 5, 2023,
after the service. All materials to be submitted for the Annual
Meeting Report must be sent to the church office by 10am on
January 19.
New Revised Common Lectionary Sunday Readings
Eucharist Lectionary – Year A - Daily Office Lectionary – Year 1
4-Dec
11-Dec
18-Dec
25-Dec
1-Jan
8-Jan
15-Jan
22-Jan
29-Jan

Isaiah 11:1-10
Isaiah 35:1-10
Isaiah 7:10-16
Isaiah 9:2-7
Numbers 6:22-27
Isaiah 42:1-9
Isaiah 49:1-7
Isaiah 9:1-4
Micah 6:1-8

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Psalm 146:4-9
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18
Psalm 96
Psalm 8
Psalm 29
Psalm 40:1-12
Psalm 27:1, 5-13
Psalm 15

Romans 15:4-13
James 5:7-10
Romans 1:1-7
Titus 2:11-14
Galatians 4:4-7
Acts 10:34-43
1 Corinthians 1:1-9
1 Corinthians 1:10-18
1 Corinthians 1:18-31

Matthew 3:1-12
Matthew 11:2-11
Matthew 1:18-25
Luke 2:1-14(15-20)
Luke 2:15-21
Matthew 3:13-17
John 1:29-42
Matthew 4:12-23
Matthew 5:1-12

Community Communication
Father Doyle
Home – 507-334-3742
Cell – 507-491-2695
Office – 507-333-1651
Email: henry.doyle@s-sm.org
Mailing Address: Shattuck-Saint Mary’s School, 1000 Shumway Ave., Faribault, MN 55021
Parish Office
The Parish Office is open on Tuesdays and Thursday from 10am to 2pm.
Office Phone: 507-373-3188
Office email: cecalmn@gmail.com
Website: christchurchal.org

Priest-in-Charge: The Rev. Henry Doyle
Senior Warden: Savile Lord
Junior Warden: Michael Murtaugh
Vestry: Jeff Shaft
Music Director: Gail Thurnau

Fr. Henry - Please keep me in the loop
Far too often, you might hesitate to inform me of your desire/need for
pastoral care, because you do not want to bother me. On the contrary,
you are not bothering me when you inform me of a major illness,
yours or a loved one’s illness. Because of privacy issues and
regulations, staff at hospitals, nursing homes, and other health care
facilities will not contact me. You, a family member, or a close friend
must contact me, if you have a pastoral need.

Treasurer: Joy Shaft
Parish Administrator/Secretary:
George M. Favell

The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ – December 25

Prayer Scripture
No one has seen God [His essence, His divine nature] at any time; the [One and] only begotten
God [that is, the unique Son] who is in the intimate presence of the Father, He has explained Him
[and interpreted and revealed the awesome wonder of the Father]. – John 1:18 (Amplified Bible)

Meditation Prayer – Karen L. Oberst
Jesus, the Light of the World, as we celebrate your birth, may we begin to see the world
in the light of understanding you give us. As you chose the lowly, the outcasts, and the
poor to receive the greatest news the world had ever known, so may we worship you in
meekness of heart. May we also remember our brothers and sisters less fortunate than
ourselves in this season of giving. Amen.

Christ Episcopal Church December and January Birthdays
December
15 - Phiz Olson
18 – Sophia Paulson
20 – Tanner Shaft

January
10 – Taylor Shaft

Episcopal Church in Minnesota Cycle of Prayer
DECEMBER
FOR THE BISHOP AND STAFF

The Rt. Rev. Craig Loya, X Bishop of Minnesota
Emilia Allen, Missioner for Communication
Gretchen Beck, Interim Co-Director for the School for Formation & Program Administrator
Cindi Brickson, Interim Co-Director for the School for Formation
Jennifer Gamberg, Missioner for Finance
Dan Miglets-Nelson, Minister for Children and Youth
Karen Olson, Canon for Ministry
Blair Pogue, Canon for Vitality and Innovation
Jessica Ricardo, Missioner for the Bishop
Kelsey Schuster, Canon for Operations and Chief of Staff
Sandra Stevenson, Missioner for Networking
Robert Two Bulls, Missioner for Indian Work
Cyndell Wilson, Property Manager

For all Sundays during December – please pray for the foundations that minister to children with special
needs, especially for the work of the Sheltering Arms Foundation and for all who work in child protection
agencies throughout the state of Minnesota.

2 ADVENT (December 4)
ST. NICHOLAS (Feast of St. Nicholas, Dec. 6) Richfield
CHURCH OF THE ADVENT
Farmington

3 ADVENT (December 11)
SPIRIT OF THE WILDERNESS
Grand Marais

4 ADVENT (December 18)
CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY
Burnsville
CHRISTMAS DAY (December 25)
ST. STEPHEN'S (Feast of St. Stephen, Dec. 26) Edina,
Paynesville
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS (December 26)
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST (Feast of St. John the Evangelist, Dec. 27)
Aitkin, Hallock, Mankato, Onigum, Red Lake, St. Cloud, St. Paul, White Bear Lake

ANIVERSARIES
12/27
12/29
12/30

Ken Toven, p 1980
Cynthia Peterson Wlosinski, p 1982
Carolyn Schmidt, p 1987
Joe Hopwood, p 1986

JANUARY
For all the Sundays in January – please pray for all who serve those in need of food, clothing and warm
spaces during the cold winter months; pray for all ministries for our youngest members within the Episcopal
Church in Minnesota, and all those in our faith community who are involved with faith formation ministries
with children, youth and young adults
THE HOLY NAME (January 1)

CHURCHES OF THE EPIPHANY (January 6)
Plymouth

THE EPIPHANY (January 6) 1 EPIPHANY (January 8) (Baptism of Our Lord)
CHURCH OF THE HOLY COMMUNION
St. Peter

2 EPIPHANY (January 15)
ST. PETER'S (Confession of St. Peter, Jan. 18)
Cass Lake, Kasson, Warroad

3 EPIPHANY (January 22)
ST. PAUL'S (The Conversion of St. Paul, Jan. 25)
Brainerd, Duluth, Minneapolis, Owatonna, Winona

4 EPIPHANY (January 29)
STS. JOHN & PAUL
Virginia (Eveleth)

Be born
in us
today…

Anglican Communion Cycle of Prayer

December 2022
Sunday

Monday

4
2nd

Sunday of
Advent – Holy
Eucharist –
10:30am
Coffee Hour
11
3rd

Sunday of
Advent –
Morning
Prayer –
10:30am
18
4th

Sunday of
Advent – Holy
Eucharist –
10:30am
25
Christmas Day
– NO SERVICE

Tuesday

Wednesday

5

6

Yoga – 9-11am
& 6pm**

12

13

20

26

27
SAINT JOHN,
APOSTLE AND
EVANGELIST

2

3

8

9

10

16

17

Church Office
Open – 9am –
2pm

22

Ember Day

Ember Day

23

Church Office
Open – 9am –
2pm

28
THE HOLY
INNOCENTS
Chair Yoga – 910am**

Saturday

1

15

21
SAINT THOMAS
THE APOSTLE
Chair Yoga – 910am**

Friday

Church Office
Open – 9am –
2pm

14
Ember Day
Chair Yoga – 910am**

Yoga – 9-11am
& 6pm**

SAINT
STEPHEN,
DEACON AND
MARTYR
Yoga – 9-11am
& 6pm**

7
Chair Yoga – 910am**

Yoga – 9-11am
& 6pm**

19

Thursday

29

Christmas Eve
Service – 6pm

30

Church Office
Open – 9am –
2pm

**Please check with Clemencia to confirm location and if class is full.
bebegu@live.com or 507-377-2718.

24

31

January 2023
Sunday

Monday
1

2

THE HOLY
NAME OF OUR
LORD JESUS
CHRIST – Holy
Eucharist –
10:30am
8

Yoga – 911am &
6pm**

1ST Sunday
after the
Epiphany –
10:30am
COFFEE HOUR

Yoga – 911am &
6pm**

Sunday
after the
Epiphany –
Morning
Prayer –
10:30am

Wednesday
3

10

16

17

22
Sunday
after the
Epiphany –
Holy Eucharist
– 10:30am

Yoga – 911am &
6pm**

29
4th

Sunday
after the
Epiphany –
Holy Eucharist
- 10:30am

24

Church Office
Open – 9am –
2pm

12

Saturday
6

7

THE EPIPHANY
OF OUR LORD
JESUS CHRIST

13

14

20

21

27

28

Church Office
Open – 9am –
2pm

18

19
Church Office
Open – 9am –
2pm
ALL
MATERIALS
FOR THE
ANNUAL
MEETING DUE
BY 10AM

25
THE
CONVERSION
OF SAINT PAUL
THE APOSTLE
Chair Yoga – 910am**

30

5

11

THE
CONFESSION OF
SAINT PETER
THE APOSTLE
Chair Yoga – 910am**

23

Friday

4

Chair Yoga – 910am**

Yoga – 911am &
6pm**

3rd

Thursday

Chair Yoga – 910am**

9

15
2nd

Tuesday

26
Church Office
Open – 9am –
2pm

31

Yoga – 911am &
6pm**

FEBRUARY 5 –
ANNUAL
MEETING –
AFTER SERVICE

**Please check with Clemencia to confirm location and if class is full.
bebegu@live.com or 507-377-2718.

Vestry Minutes
October 30th, 2022
Opening Prayer
Father Henry update
1. Focus has been on getting the
Thanksgiving eve service
organized. There are four
churches, Ascension, Salem
Lutheran, Christ Church, and
United Methodist. 1st Presbyterian
has been invited and the pastor will
attend, but they need to vote on
whether the congregation will
come. Service is at 5:30.
2. November 13th Gail will be using
her last vacation day. We will do
Christmas Eve service at 5:30, but
we will not do Christmas day
service.
Senior Warden Update Restorative Yoga
has not been happening currently at the
church. Pastor Holt called Father Henry
about Deannie having some health
issues. We will have Kim report on her well
being as soon as we can. UTO is next
Sunday, so we will raise money there. We
will as a church decide what to do for the
Holidays for our community.
1. Social media for church over the
holidays.
Junior Warden Update – everything has
been communicated by email.
Financials – The roof repair was
$232.00. They replaced the missing
shingles. Savile made a motion approve the

financials as presented. Jeff seconded. All
approved.
Old Business
Taping services – All of the work has been
completed to start streaming our
services. We are looking at the 20th of the
month to start the streaming process.
New Business
Yard service – we have a need for the Fall
clean up to take place. Jeff motioned and
Kenneth seconded for B and B Lawn Service
to be contacted about doing the Fall clean
up.
Welcome Shannon Roberts – he is a new
member of our congregation. He had lived
in Iowa and has moved over to Albert Lea
recently.
Snow service – We have picked a new
company to do the snow removal. They will
also be able to do the sidewalks and throw
down some salt.
Strategic Planning – no updates
Closing Prayer
Next meeting is November 27th and
December we will not have a meeting

